
ALL OUR YESTERDAYS – September 1967            -- John Bowness. 
 
The 1967/68 season promised to be a competitive one as the Leicester and District League 
continued to expand, 16 divisions for the coming season which was no less than six divisions 
up from nine years previously.  60% expansion.  The continued boast of Maurice Goldstein, 
secretary of the Birmingham League, that his was the largest league in the country was under 
threat as we were now only one behind. 
 
Two brand new clubs in Leicester Mercury with two teams and Lutterworth Boys’ Club, as 
well as a few old friends back such as Leicester Banks, Imperial Typewriter and Ashwell and 
Nesbit, with three, three and two team respectively. 
 
Two clubs, Knighton Park and Barwell Constitutional, had three teams in Division One with 
the latter by way of their third team gaining a late promotion due to Westminster Bank 
having to pull their first team out.  Two things to watch out for in the top sphere are: can 
Leicester YMCA be knocked off the top spot, highly unlikely given their team, and will 
Barwell’s Ernie Mcleish continue his unbeaten form of the previous season. 
 
The Midland Counties League, at this point a thriving organisation, is getting a new look.  
The previous method of zoning has been abolished and straightforward divisions to 
encompass all and sundry taking its place.  This was previously a worry for Leicester because 
of their precarious finances but Bert Hayes who took over the job of Treasurer a few years 
ago has done such a brilliant job no such worries now apply. 
 
Because of the new arrangements the Midland League have had new applications from both 
Loughborough and Hinckley for membership, the latter eventually getting in despite not 
having a league of their own as all their teams play in Leicester.  McLeish features again as it 
means Leicester losing his services for the ML – but more about that another time. 
 
Interestingly Derek Butt took over as Leicester’s Midland League secretary at this point.  
Derek has been in the thick of table tennis administration for many years in Leicester and still 
plays in the league as well as being its current President. 
 
Two or three years ago (at this point) the Youth League Organisation became defunct as 
more and more youngsters moved instead to playing in the senior league.  However, there is a 
very good chance that a new chapter is opened in the form of the Christianity Deanery 
League overseen by Mick Bromilow and Mick Cross. 
 
This opportunity came about when the Reverend Ian Phelps was appointed Diocesan Youth 
Chaplain for the area, and he immediately gave it the go ahead.  With John Ellis one of its 
vice-presidents it could well be that the youth section being missed at the moment is reborn. 
 
It was this season that the Grading System I had been trialling for both the League and the 
English Table Tennis Association for three years began in earnest in the league, having had 
its first official “outing” for the Elbow Tankard during the summer.  I did a piece for the 
Mercury on how it worked, being very similar to one used in chess. 
 
Alas, the ETTA went through one of their many dysfunctional takeover periods so it was not 
taken up by them.  As you know, the Leicester League did put it into place and it is still 
serving its purpose. 
	


