
ALL OUR YESTERDAYS -- 1977/78 -- John Bowness 
 
The Leicester and District League’s 1977/78 season was a significant landmark in the history 
of the league, culminating from a decision taken in the previous decade by John Ellis, the 
then Chairman, Bert Hayes who was the Treasurer who had bailed the league out at a 
precarious time some years earlier, and myself.  The three of us had almost weekly contact 
for many years putting a plan into action. 
 
One day at a league committee meeting we all admitted being fed up by Maurice Goldstein, 
chairman of the Birmingham League, continually boasting that his league was the largest in 
the country.  They had sixteen divisions while, at the time, we had fourteen.  We forged a 
plan to build up our league to the laughed at (by others) 20 divisions. 
 
In 1977/78 that target was achieved.  Obviously we could not have done it without the help of 
many other people and the major thrust was through coaching.  We recruited many coaches 
during that time and they hunted in pairs, setting up numerous centres.  For instance my roll 
(along with Barry Hobson) was with two weekly coaching sessions for adults at Saffron Lane 
and Malabar Road.  Others coached in clubs or at Youth Clubs. 
 
One of the leading figures recruited was Terry Highton who still plays in the league and, in 
1977 was the Coaching Secretary as well as Div Three secretary.  Going through the 20 
divisional secretaries I find only myself still one, while Geoff Hancock (Div 13 then) is still 
playing and Roy Harper only retired as a Div Sec a year or so ago. 
 
I remember in the very early days, when the plan first began, taking a removal lorry around 
during the daytime every two to three weeks to schools, borrowing tables as well as having 
some in hand for the County Closed etc.  Back breaking work with 6 to 8 tables a time but the 
eventual rewards were well worth the effort. 
 
This leads me to the second significant landmark. 
 
That season two young(ish) upstarts began their league career.  Stu Jones and Terry Bown 
started playing in Division 20, the one I looked after, for Bevans Holdings alongside Ken 
Amos.  I have their scorebook from that year in front of me: Stu 54%, Terry 31% and Ken 
36%.  They finished just below half way down that first year. 
 
Both Stu and Terry are still associated with the league.  Stu is currently looking forward to a 
season for Regent Sports in Division Three while Terry restricts himself to admin these days, 
having just organised the County Junior Championships which he does each year.  He also, of 
course, provides the monthly Crossword for Top Spin, something he has done for many 
years. 
 
He was a little worried when Top Spin moved to a website instead of hard copy as he delivers 
the prizes on his push bike.  He was a bit concerned in case someone in Australia decided to 
enter, and happened to win.  The league assured him that it would supply ten puncture outfits 
and even a spare inner tube. 
 
Stu and Terry played for many years in the same team and normally in the middle regions of 
the league and are two of the absolute stalwarts that the league have relied on all these years, 
thousands of Stu’s and Terry’s. 
 
Stu is an ideal player to play both with and against.  He never, ever, gives up.  If you beat him 
then he is the first to congratulate you.  I have played both with and against Stu, but never 
against Terry.  And I still can’t tempt him out of retirement.  Ah well, I shall have to start 
doing his crossword. 


